
TRAFFIC ADVISORY PANEL 

4th October 2018

Meeting commenced:    12.45 p.m.
         “            ended:      1.20 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning & Sustainable Development
– in the Chair

Councillors Burch, Clarke, Dawson, Dickman, K. Garrido, Linden, Mashiter,
McIntyre, Morris and Warmisham

Parkgate Drive & Adjoining Streets, Swinton South 
Councillor Fletcher – Ward Councillor
Two local residents

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Chair welcomed those present and outlined the procedure for the meeting.  He explained that 
the role of the Traffic Advisory Panel is consultative and indicated that decisions in respect of the 
proposals to be considered would be made at a future Briefing of the Lead Member for Planning & 
Sustainable Development, having considered the report along with the representations and 
comments made at this meeting.

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Hamilton and Hunt.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

3. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2018 were agreed as a correct record.

4. IRVINE AVENUE / LEIGH ROAD, BOOTHSTOWN – TRO 2163

The Panel considered a report of the Strategic Director Place which detailed the objections that 
had been received in relation to a proposal to introduce a traffic regulation order (TRO) for ‘No 
Waiting At Any Time’ (double yellow lines) at the Irvine Avenue / Leigh Road junction in 
Boothstown.  The proposal had been put forward through the Worsley & Boothstown Community 
Committee to address concerns raised by the local community regarding parking at this junction 
which is currently restricting safe access for vehicles using this junction due to restricted visibility.  
Vehicles parking too close to the junction are also sometimes making it difficult for pedestrians to 
cross the junction.

The traffic regulation order to introduce the waiting restrictions was advertised on the 29th July 
2018 for a period of 21 days during which period four objections were received.  Following 
consideration of the objections, the members of the Highways Task Group agreed that an 
amended scheme be proposed which would achieve the objective of providing safe access for 
vehicles and pedestrians, but would reduce the lengths of double yellow lines and hence the 
effects on residential parking.  The new proposals were circulated to the four objectors, one of 
whom withdrew their objection, leaving three outstanding objections.

There were no members of the public in attendance at the meeting.

The Panel expressed general support regarding the amended scheme.
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The Chair indicated that he was minded to approve the implementation of the amended scheme.

5. PARKGATE DRIVE AND ADJOINING STREETS, SWINTON SOUTH 

The Panel considered a report of the Strategic Director Place which detailed the objections that 
had been received regarding a proposal to introduce ‘No Stopping Monday to Friday 8.00 a.m. to 
5.00 p.m. on School Keep Clear markings’ to keep the area near the entrance to Grosvenor Road 
Primary School clear of vehicles at arrival and dispersal times, and ‘No Waiting at Any Time’ to 
prevent vehicles parking close to the junctions on Parkgate Drive.  The proposal was in response 
to a request from the Swinton & Pendlebury Highway Task Group with the intention of improving 
road safety at all times on Parkgate Drive near the entrance gate of Grosvenor Road Primary 
School and at the junctions.  It would also promote sustainable travel by making it easier for 
pedestrians to walk to and from the school, particularly when crossing at junctions.

Parkgate Drive, Collingwood Drive, Heathfield Drive and Barton Road provide a rear access to 
Grosvenor Road Primary School which creates a high demand for parking during pickup and drop 
off times, as well as significant pedestrian movements along Parkgate Drive.  The Panel 
established that the rear entrance was used in addition to the main entrance in order to encourage 
walking to school.  The report indicated that there was currently an advisory School Keep Clear 
marking only, installed on site without a permanent traffic regulation order, which was resulting in 
parents and residents parking on the School Keep Clear markings adjacent to the school gate 
without any enforcement.  The proposed restrictions would ensure that the junctions remained 
clear of parked vehicles, providing turning space, increased visibility to use the junction safely as 
well as assisting in the general safe movement of vehicles. The restrictions would also enable 
easier pedestrian movements along Parkgate Drive.

The Panel noted the background information provided in the report, together with the details of the 
objections that had been received and the responses that had been provided.

The Panel were informed of an additional objection that had been received by email which detailed 
issues in respect of the following –

 The proposals would lead to drivers parking where they can (further down Heathfield for 
example).  This would mean that vehicles would be at speed reaching Parkgate Drive 
which was likely to lead to an accident at some point.

 Drivers waiting in vehicles on Barton Road would not see children coming in bad weather.
 The proposed double yellow lines on the corners of Barton Road would cause the traffic to 

be bottle necked because cars would park on both sides of Barton Road which would make 
it difficult for the school bus from Springwood School to get out.

 Instead of limiting the parking by covering only part of drives in double yellow lines, there 
should be residents’ only parking or double yellow lines to the end of each of the cul-de-
sacs.

 The proposals would have a detrimental impact on road safety in the area.

Two objectors attended the meeting and raised the following issues –

 The proposals would result in a loss of parking spaces putting further pressure on parking 
provision in the area.

 Many of the residents live in multi car households.
 There is only one way in and out of Parkgate Drive.
 Some residents do not work during school holidays and would be unable to park near their 

homes.
 A residents’ parking scheme should be introduced.
 The parking situation has deteriorated further following the capacity of the school having 

been increased.
 There have been numerous confrontations over parking spaces in the area.
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 The behaviour of drivers at school drop off and pick up times was causing a risk to road 

safety.
 Road safety would be improved by restricting the number of vehicles travelling through the 

area.

Councillor Fletcher echoed the above issues and stated that the priority must be to ensure the 
safety of the children in the area.

The Panel were advised by the Highways Officer that the area did not meet the criteria for a 
residents’ parking scheme due to the majority of residents having off-street parking provision and a 
parking survey having indicated that, with the exception of approximately 30 minutes at school 
drop off and pick up times, there were no major parking issues during the remainder of the day.  
Other residents’ parking schemes in Swinton were in operation between 10.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. 
and such a scheme would not be of benefit to this particular area.

During the Panel debate, it was suggested that the school be approached with regard to the 
possibility of using the main entrance only, which was situated in a more suitable location, at drop 
off and pick up times.  The exploration of this suggestion was supported by Members of the Panel.

The Chair indicated that he was not prepared to make a decision regarding the proposed scheme 
at this time as he did not have sufficient evidence, in terms of the police being concerned about 
parking in the area, to do so.  He referred to the Highway Code which advises that drivers should 
not park within 10m of a junction, in respect of which action could be taken by the police should 
this be contravened.  In addition, he indicated that he would like an alternative way of dealing with 
the situation, in terms of the possibility of access via the main entrance to the school being 
encouraged, to be explored.


